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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
October 20, 1974, as "Immunization Action Week," and call upon all 
parents, educators, and medical personnel to exert renewed efforts during 
this week and throughout the year to immunize every American child 
against diseases for which vaccines are available. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
first day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4330 • October 28, 1974 

American Education Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The greatness of a nation of free institutions is measured by the degree 
of enlightenment of its citizens. 

By that measure, ours is a great Nation. Our States provide schools 
for all Americans. And those schools—public, private and church-affili
ated—are the vital centers of neighborhood and community life through
out the Nation. 

It is most appropriate that the theme of this year's American Educa
tion Week is "Stay Involved," for there is no end to the educational 
process. "Staying involved" means that each of us is sufficiently con
cerned about the training and development of our young people to make 
the contribution to that educational process that our special training, 
experience, and perspective allow us to make. 

I know that all Americans will resolve to stay involved in the educa
tional process, for the knowledge we impart to our children today will 
determine the future of our people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the week of October 27 
through November 2, 1974, as American Education Week. 
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I invite all Americans to join with me and the dedicated educators 
of our Nation in exploring the more vital role schools can play in neigh
borhood and community life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
eighth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4331 • October 28, 1974 

National Parkinson Week, 1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Parkinson's disease is one of the most devastating afflictions threaten
ing our older population. Experts have estimated that one in forty Ameri
cans past mid-life may develop the disorder. Over the centuries, it has 
caused incalculable suffering. 

Nine years ago, when National Parkinson Week was first proclaimed, 
the outlook for Parkinson's disease patients was one of increasing dark
ness. Today, however, the prospect is one of dawning hope. Because of 
progress in drug treatment, thousands of Americans formerly disabled 
by Parkinson's disease are now leading more normal lives. Yet the battle 
is not won. Although drugs presently control the symptoms of Parkinson's 
disease, they do not cure or arrest it. Because the cause is still unknown, 
prevention is not possible. 

With the great strides which have been made in treatment, however, 
we have reason to hope that research will soon find the cause of the dis
order and thousands of our older citizens will be spared this disabling 
affliction. In recognition of the need to heighten public awareness of this 
disease, the Congress has, by Public Law 89-294, authorized and re
quested the President to proclaim annually National Parkinson Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning Octo
ber 27 as National Parkinson Week, 1974. I invite the Governors of the 
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